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And there is he who says, “He followed his nose, he and eighty pairs of 
disciples of sages, clad in golden embroidered silk garments, with 
faces glowering like the sides of a pot. 


“For they had said to them, “Write on the horn of an ox that you have 
no share in the God of Israel.’” 


We have learned: 


Judah b. Tabbai was nasi. Simeon b. Shatah was head of the court. 
Some teach it vice versa. 


He who says Judah b. Tabbai was nasi finds support in the incident of 
Alexandria. 


[D] The men of Jerusalem wanted to appoint Judah b. Tabbai as 
patriarch in Jerusalem. He fled and went to Alexandria. The men 
of Jerusalem would write, “From Jerusalem, the great, to 
Alexandria, the small: How long will my betrothed dwell with you, 
while I am sorrowful on his account?” 


[E] He departed and arrived in a boat. 


[F] He said, “Do you remember what Deborah, the mistress of the 
house who received us, lacked?” 


[G] One of his disciples said to him, “Rabbi, her eye was blinking.” 


[H] He said to him, “Lo, two [sins] are against you: one that you 
suspected me [of looking at her], and one that you looked at her. 
Did I say that her appearance was handsome of sight? I only said 
[handsome] in [her] deed[s|!” 


[I] He was angry with him, and he went away. 


He who says Simeon b. Shatah was patriarch finds support in the 
following incident about Ashgqelon. 


[K] There were two holy men in Ashqelon, who would eat together, 
drink together, and study Torah together. One of them died, and he 
was not properly mourned. 


[L] But when Bar Maayan, the village tax collector, died, the whole 
town took time off to mourn him. 


[M] The surviving holy man began to weep saying, “Woe, for the 
enemies of Israel [a euphemism for Israel itself] will have no 
merit.” 


